Confirmed reservations: mental travel.
When Kosslyn, Ball, and Reiser asked subjects to scan a memorized picture, they found a strong positive linear relationship between distance scanned and reaction time. However, more recent research has suggested that this result may be as much a function of the demand characteristics of the experiment as a reflection of any structural properties of the image. To further test this possibility with complex stimuli, college subjects were either presented with Kosslyn's pictorial stimuli or verbal descriptions of same in a "nonexperiment" and were asked to predict their scanning times. The subjects were able to produce high linear correlations between scanning distance and predicted scanning time. This result is consistent with a demand characteristics explanation of the correlation between distance and reaction time that is obtained in actual image-scanning studies.